
FROM PASTOR M IKEΩS DESK Χ H OW D ID /W ILL Y OU V OTE ? 

 

The eyes of the United States are on Iowa 
and the infamous caucuses to be held on 
January 3rd.  From this vote some 
ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎΩ ŘǊŜŀƳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ōŜ ŜƭŜǾŀǘŜŘ 
or dashed.  Yet the vote that I am talking 
ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǾƻǘŜΦ  Lǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ 
about future of an individual politician but 
rather about the future of First Assembly 
of God.  Every week , we vote by things 
ǿŜ Řƻ ƻǊ ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ 
that God has in our life and the 
importance of church life.  If enough cast their vote by staying home or find 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ŘƻΣ ƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘǿƛƴŘƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ 
time congregational life dies.  The same can be said with the heart for missions.  
If people cast their vote by not giving to missions, in essence we are voting that 
this is unimportant or does not have a priority in my life.  Over time fewer 
missionaries receive support and if allowed to continue fewer missionaries will 
ōŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ 
 
In the early church, the writer of Hebrews gives a solemn warning to not 
forsake the gathering together as the manner of some are, but to gather all the 
ƳƻǊŜ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘƛƴƎΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƻ ƳŜ ƛǎ 
that we should be finding every reason to gather together rather than finding 
excuses why we should do other things. 
 
If the things of Christ are of lesser importance in our life then the things of the 
world then we need to do a self-examination and ask the simple question ς 
why?  If we find church to be either boring or irrelevant we again need to seek 
the reason behind our feelings.  If ƛǘ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƻŦŦŜǊ ƭƛŦŜ ƻǊ 
hope, then we need to change the vision of the church so that life and hope are 
its focus.  If it however is our heart that has grown cold, then we need to ask 
God to light the fire once again. 
 
Through the ages many great churches have come and gone.  Today across 
Europe many houses of worship draw more tourists then worshippers.  If we 
are not careful, we by our voting can turn our houses of worship into museums 
instead of life giving centers where people are called to engage their faith in a 
God who loves and cares for them. 
 
So let me ask again ς how did you vote last week?  How will you vote this week?  
The ballots are ready to be counted.                    Pastor Mike & Mary Dotson 

  

  

 
 
 
 

  
    
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 1  Genesis  1-4    17  Genesis 34-36 
 2  Genesis 5-8    18  Genesis 37-41 
 3  Genesis 9-11    19  Genesis 42-45 
 4  Genesis 12-14   20  Genesis 46-50 
 5  Genesis 15-17   21  Exodus 1-4 
 6  Genesis 18-20   22  Exodus 5-11 
 7  Genesis 21, 22   23  Exodus 12-15 
 8  Job 1-7    24  Exodus 16-18 
 9  Job 8-14    25  Exodus 19-24 
10  Job 15-22    26  Exodus 25-28 
11  Job 23-31    27  Exodus 29-31 
12  Job 32-37    28  Exodus 32-34 
13  Job 38-42    29  Exodus 35-40 
14  Genesis 23-25   30  Psalm 90 
15  Genesis 26-28   31  Leviticus 1-7 
16  Genesis 29-33 

  

Inspiration, blessing, and practical help are among the many benefits of 

reading the Bible through.  To these this year we may add a further 

dimension of understanding and profit by reading it in the order in which 

its events took place. May God richly bless you as you read His Word.  
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 "That which is known about God is evident within them; for 

God made it evident to them.  For since the creation of the world His 

invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been 

clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that 

they are without excuse.ò  (Rom 1:19-20). 
     Have you ever had someone say, "I don't see any evidence of God. How 
can a person believe in someone you can't see or see any evidence even 
exists?ó How can we prove God is real? The Bible tells us that God is 
revealed in His creation every day. Let us take a look at our own human 
bodies.  Have you ever considered the likelihood of how incredible our 
bodies are?  Think about all the thousands of body parts that must work 
together for us to move, talk, eat, speak and even hear.   There is nothing on 
earth like it.  If we tried to build something like it , how many times would it 
have to go in for repairs?   
     How about the balance of nature? There is the just right mixture of 
oxygen, carbon dioxide, ni trogen and more to sustain life on this small 
planet.  How could that just happen with out a Master Creator, with a master 
plan.  And h ow about the very idea that our earth is exactly positioned in the 
right orbit, and at the exact distance and tilt just right from the sun otherwise   
if it  were off by one degree earth wouldnõt be able to sustain life.   
     The 12th century Scottish Christian mystic, Richard of St. Victor said, "The 
whole of this sensible world is like a book written by the finger o f God." The 
next time you feel like God may not be real, just look in the mirror or out 
your window. Yes, God has revealed Himself in His creation.  
     We are on the move in Kidz-N-Motion.  We have been growing on 
Wednesday nights and Sunday morning s.  We are still in the need of helpers 
for  our transportati on program  for Sunday mornings. You would ride just 
once a month.  Help us reach the next generation by connecting them to 
God... to transform the future.  Be watching the bulletin, mail and/or join 
our facebook page to keep connected on upcoming events and news of what 
is happening in Kidz -N-Motion.       BLESSINGS  -- PASTOR TROY AND BRENDA    

 
Kidz-N-Motion has a facebook page.  Please join us and  
keep up to date with everything that is going on.  For you  
smart phone users, scan this QR code which will take you  
directly to our site.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 ACTION STUDENT MINISTRIES exists to adore the God of the 

universe with our praises, communicate the gospel message to 

every junior and senior high student of our community, train the 

students of the body of Christ to have a Biblical worldview and to 

send out our youth to proclaim t he Good news of Jesus Christ.   
 
 Most of you know that I grew up in California. While there I 

immersed myself in the southern California surf culture. My friends 

and I had many heroes but one stood out above the rest, his name was 

Eddie Aikau. He was a popular big wave surfer whose roots were the 

islands of Hawaii and he desperately wanted to return a sense of pride 

to the other native Hawaiianôs culture. Having already become an 

accomplished surfer he wanted to give back.  In 1978 he joined the 

crew of the Hokuleôa, a double hulled voyaging canoe, whose mission 

was set on retracing the path of the original Polynesian people from 

the Tahitian islands to the Hawaiian Islands. The canoe developed a 

slow leak only a dozen miles or so away from the island of Molokai 

and capsized. With the rest of the crew stranded on the hull of the 

small canoe Eddie set out for the closest island on nothing but his 

surfboard. The crew was rescued a few hours later but Eddie was 

never seen again. From this story a saying developed, ñEddie would 

go.ò It makes me think, would I go? Would you? Would the church? I 

hope so and I pray we all find the inner desire to save our friends and 

family that Eddie displayed that day. 

 This winter is going to be fun and busy. First, is our annual 

Christmas party on December 21
st
, it should be a blast. Then in 

January we are traveling to Des Moines for WinterJam on January 

20
th
.  The vans leave the church at 4:30 pm and the cost is a value @ 

$13.00 for artists like Kari Jobe, Sanctus Real and Toby Mac. Please 

bring additional $ for food or merchandise.  

 

In X,  Pastor Sean and Holly Cully 




