Pastor’s Pen: No Challenge — Wo Victory

Wouldn’t it be great if life was filled
with no tests or challenges? Or would
it? How would one know if they were
gaining the knowledge and stamina to be
victorious? Could you imagine going to
a doctor and discovering that even
though he had a degree on his or her wall
that they had never once had the
knowledge they had acquired put to the
test to see if they understood what they
had learned? What if along the way they :
had gained faulty information that =
instead of bringing help and healing to thelr patlents would in the end actually bring
more harm or death? Or, if they simply choose to skip a class or two because they
didn’t believe it would make a huge difference in the scheme of life? I would dare to
say that most of us would gather our belongings and look for a doctor who had been
through the various tests and experiences of life and had come through them with
flying colors.

The same is true for you and I as we walk through this life as Christians. Jesus in
John 16:33 declares: "I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace.
In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! | have overcome the world."

In this world you will have trouble. Doesn’t sound like fun but we must never
forget the end of Jesus’ words, “But take heart! I have overcome the world.” Yes
you will have troubles but I can show you the way to victory because | have become
victorious over the world.

Paul in writing to the Corinthians said: “We are hard pressed on every side, but
not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck
down, but not destroyed.” 2 Corinthians 4:8 - 9

VICTORY COMES ONLY AFTER A CHALLENGE. One can never claim to be
victorious if they are never put to a test in which they must prove themselves. The
Olympians in the Winter Olympics couldn’t simply stand on the podium and expect
to be given a gold medal. They have had to endure through the hardships of the
challenges in their particular sport. Only if they endured in the competition and were
the best-did they have the right to stand and hear the applause of the crowd as they
were awarded their prize for victory.

God has rewards for His children. In fact, Jesus states that He is coming quickly
and He has rewards to give to those who are found faithful, enduring to the end.

Yes, life is filled with challenges and tests, but | would encourage you to look at
them as opportunities to prove your allegiance and faithfulness to Christ. When all is
said and done you will be able to know the joy that comes in victory. Jesus, when
He saw beyond Calvary’s cross, saw the victory in the millions of souls that would
be redeemed because of His enduring the trials and tests of this life as He defeated
the one who held us in the grip of fear. With His help, you too, can defeat the
powers of darkness in your life and stand victorious before Him.

O Victory in Jesus, my Savior forever!

Pastor Mike & Mary Dotson
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1 Psalm 2:1-6 John 4:46-54
2 Psalm 2:7-12 John 6:5-14
__ 3 lsaiah 9:2-7 John 7:1-8

__ 4 lsaiah 11:1-5, 10 John 8:31-38
5 lsaiah 53:1-6 John 19:17-24
__ 6 lIsaiah 53:7-12 John 19:25-30
7 Luke 1:26-33 John 20:1-10
8 Luke 2:1-7 John 20:11-23
9 Luke 2:8-14 John 20:24-31
_ 10 Luke 2:21-32 Acts 1:6-11
11 Luke 2:41-52 Acts 2:22-28

_ 12 Luke 4:1-13

_ 13 Luke 4:16-24
__ 14 John 1:1,2,14-18
__15John 2:1-11
__16John 2:13-23

Acts 16:25-34

| Corinthians 15:1-8
Philippians 2:5-11
Hebrews 1:1-12

ptures 0

r

y

ar

ht

‘N



VOUTH) pag€

Action Student Ministriesexists to: Adore the God of the
universe with our praises, Communicate the gospel message to
every Jr. and Sr. High student of our community, Train the students of
the body of Christ to have a Biblical worldview and to Send out our
youth to proclaim the Good news of Jesus Christ.

As spring time gets closer, the youth ministry here at First
Assembly of God is getting busier and busier. We have Fine Arts and
Convention coming April 16™ and 17". We also are starting to get
ready for camp (June 21-25, $160.00) and Teen Serve (June 27-July 2
$400.00+gas and spending money), so please be in prayer for our
students as they try to raise funds to attend these amazing events to
not only grow closer to God but also to serve and give of their time
and resources for something bigger than themselves.

We have also begun some new ministries in ASM. We have
signed up several students to be campus missionaries - to be Jesus
with skin on to their friends at school. Also, thank you to those who
signed up to be Prayer Zone Partners to commit to pray for your local
campus, whether that be a elementary, Jr. or Sr. High campus.

Lastly, | am extremely excited about the direction our young
adult program has been moving over the course of the last few
months. Hopefully, with the momentum that has been building, we
can see every generation have a well developed ministry here at First
Assembly.
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generation on Wednesdays at the church during your lunch hour. The
sanctuary will be open during the day to allow you freedom to come
and pray as you feel led.

In Christ, Pastor Sean Cully

People brought little children to Jesus, but the disciples rebuked them. When
Jesus saw this, He was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come to
me, and do not hinder them, for the Kingdom of God belongs to such as these.”
(Mark 10:13-14)

What an incredible responsibility we have to the children of this church! Our
greatest desire is to have children and families come to FAOG (First Assembly of
God) and connect with God, in turn transform the future. It is one of our goals for
children and their families to learn how to reach out and touch their world around
them for Christ. We want to facilitate and give opportunities for children and
families to connect to others and for them to reach their world.

What do you think would happen if you were hurt and needed help and no one
came to your rescue? What do you think would happen if you lost your best friend,
parents are getting divorces, older sibling is doing drugs or you are being abused by
a family member and no one was there to help you? What if you had the answer to
all of these life problems, but you didn’t share it with anybody. We have students
and children coming each week looking for the answer, but we have so few to give
them the answer. You don’t have to perfect to share Christ with someone. What you
need to be is willing and teachable. YOU can become a HERO!

H = Helper, in Super Tots, Nursery and Transportation

E = Every one can be involved in changing lives

R = Rotational-basis, you help once a month or bi-weekly
0 = Qutreach, chance to make difference in child@ life.

Please pray about being a tool in God’s hand that might change ONE life forever.
If you are willing to be a HERO, please call the church office to join the team. Here
are some other opportunities for children and families to get involved in. So save
these dates.

. March 6: Volunteer Leaders Trainingponsored by First Assembly and
local area churches and business. Call the Church office for your ticket and details
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March 13: Pinewood Derby Work Day from 9am to 12 noon.
March 25 & 26 Pinewood Derby weekend. Contact the church for details
and to purchase your car for $5.50.
If you have any questions about this opportunity or Kids with a Purpose
ministries please give me a call at the church office. (641) 672-2503.
God bless, Pastor Troy Renter



ROYAL RANGERS

2010 PINEWOOD RACING

Are you ready ... for March Madness?
March 25 & 26, 2010
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD, HwY. 23, OSKALOOSA, I1A

H@T Mp@ THURSDAY - MARCH 25", 6 pm to 8 pm

Snack Bar open on Thursday night

Thirty Pieces of Silver

will turn the price of betrayal into
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and make Easter a great day of
victory for God and our Church.

On Sunday, March 7% we will
distribute our one piece of silver for you to add the 29 pieces

making ita Q30Pjeces of Sifffering. All monies received on Easter RA@E N @HT

Sunday, April 4 | will go toward funding our 2010  Vacation Bible — FRIDAY —MARCH 26" &
School, June 14-18, High Sea Adventure . Climb Aboard for Doors ot Qg RacingiStarts Sggin Sgng
the Voyage of a Lifetime!  Set sail as we take our community on Snack Bar willbe openSupper will be available.

an exciting High Seas adventure! Feel sea spray on your face as

. ) Boys and girls of all ages are welcome to participate.
sails snap overhead. Our Crew will plunge through rugged Y g g P P

a foil wrapped, five to seven bloom plant for $9.00
at the Information Desk. We will be responsible to

wavesii and experience the deep, rolling waters of God's love. R?r%lsgiaetéognli ﬁﬁbooongiglerl ?);ﬁi?gamgrt
L Easter Lily Memorials

".;-.:}”"" E e We will be using the EASTER LiLy MEMORIALS 1o CAR KITS ARE NOW ON SALE INITHE CHURCH OFFICE

.@:’ decorate the Sanctuary for Easter. You may order $5.50 per kit

THE WEIGHT OF THE CAR SHALL NOT EXCEED 5 OZ.

pick up the plants to have in the Sanctuary for Palm

. =" and Easter Sundays, March 28t and April 4t . L
i R % Following the morning service on Easter, you may CLASSES will include
AT ™ take your MEMORIAL LiLy home to enjoy. * PRE SCHOOL BOYS AND GIRLS

Sign up & pay at the Info Desk before March 21st. * BOYS / GIRLS K-THRU- EIRST

* BOYS / GIRLS 2°-THRU-37P

*BOYS / GIRLS 4"-THRU-5™
- *JR HIGH AND UP
* (PLUS OUTLAW CLASYS)
\ Prizes for Speed and Design
Great Door Prizes

FIRCT SUNDAY of Every Month
/s
Missions Sunday

= Remember Your Faith Promise & g i T NEED HELP BUILDING OR BUYING A CAR?
~+BGMC Offerings & Barrels PLEASE ASK — THERE WILL BE NO ONE LEFT BEHIND

** Speed the Light Offerings ** LFTL Pledg e George Rust ---- Pastor Troy




